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It depends upon a large body of specially trained men,
acting under traditions which have become well estab-
lished, and with a firm esprit de corps. Nobody can get
into it without training. The system is foreign to our
ideas, tastes, and methods. It would require a long
time and radical changes in our political methods, which
we are not as yet at all disposed to make, to establish
any such thing here, and then it would be an imitation*
Moreover, England has three different colonial systems,
according to the development of the resident population
in each colony or dependency, and the selection of the
one of these three systems which we will adopt and apply
involves all the difficulties which I have been discussing.
There is, however, another objection to the English
system. A great many people talk about the revenue
which we are to get from these possessions. If we attempt
to get any revenues from them we shall repeat the con-
duct of England towards her colonies against which they
revolted. England claimed that it was reasonable that
the colonies should pay their share of imperial expenses
which were incurred for the benefit of all. I have never
been able to see why that was not a fair demand. As
you know, the colonies spurned it with indignation, on
the ground that the taxation, being at the discretion of
a foreign power, might be made unjust. Our historians
and publicists have taught us that the position of the
colonists was right and heroic, and the only one worthy
of freemen. The revolt was made on the principle of no
taxation, not on the size of the tax. The colonists would
not pay a penny, Since that is so, we cannot get a penny
of revenue from the dependencies, even for their fair
share of imperial expenditures, without burning up all
our histories, revising all the great principles of our
heroic period, repudiating our great men of that period,